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Tur writer of the Conſiderations,” tells yon in 
his Title Page, that Socrates is a Friend, Plato is a 
Friend, but that Truth is more a Friend, It is ſo. 
Truth is a friend in ſmall things as well as great. It 
will befriend me in the preſent inflance, by enabling 
me to give this writer a very ſhort reply, This is no 
ſmall advantage to me, who have leſs leiſure-time in a 
month, than he has in a day. If common report be 
true, he is one of | | 


* The Herd of Gentlemen, who write at eaſe.“ 


Being placed thus * bn the rack of a too eaſy chair, 
it may be ſome relief to employ himſelf in calling his 
© "neighbours-to account for their Religion, not only to 
the rilk of that ſcriptural cenſure pronounced againſt 
- "thoſe who are;busy bodies in other men's matters, (for 
he tells you he is no Methodiſt) but even to that of 
being found in a breach of the ninth commandment. 
| = Reply will amount to a charge of this kind, for it 
will be chiefly a denial of all he has advanced, 
Ihe poſition, upon which his whole book is founded, 
s, That the Methodists have Separated from the 
' Established Church, and have formed themselves into 
an Independent. Church, This poſition, . with an 
ideal picture of its lamentable conſequences, and expoſ- 
tulations with thoſe who have done this great evil, 
| ; A2 mines, 
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ſhines, by the aſſiſtance of Rhetoric, through thirty- 
Stx pages, Now what if this poſition have no foun- 
dation in Truth? What in that caſe becomes of all he 
has advanced ? That it has no ſuch foundation 1s well 
known to all unprejudiced perſons who are in our Socie- 
ties, or who will enquire into the fact. We are till 
what this Writer ſays we were, “ the Friends ofall— 
the Antagoniſts of none,” This Gentleman by his 
Pamphlet, and his friends the Truſtees by their Newſ- 
papers, may be the antagoniſts of the Diſſenters, and 
pour their obloquy upon all who differ from them, or 
who dare to worſhip God according to their own con- 
ſcience, We leave this good work to them, and go 
on our way, as we did from the beginning, (according 
to this Writer's account of us) “ 1enouncing every 
thought of making Proselytes“ to any human ſyſtem, 
and ſeeking only to make Chriſtians.“ 

A lively imagination helps this Gentleman to make 
the moſt of the miſtake with which he ſets out. 

ence you have lamentable conſequences pictured, of 
the evil which this Separation (the lye of the day) will 
cauſe, eſpecially to the riſing generation. Will not, 
toys he, the children .of the Methodiſts then grow up 

ethodiſts, as the children of Preſbyterians now grow 
up Preſbyterians ? And will not the unavoidable con- 
ſequence be, that only a little decency of behaviour, 
and perhaps ſomewhat of the form of religion, will re- 
main among them ? | 

I do not love to ſpeculate, when I can recur to fact. 
It 1s generally allowed, that the Members of the Me- 
thodiſt Society in London, arein general the moſt deeply 
experienced Chriſtians, and have been for many years 
the moſt diſtant from thoſe conſequences which this 
Writer apprehends, of any Society in the Kingdom. 
Now it is certain, that the Society in London, over 
whom Mr. Weſley immediately preſided, and with 
whom he ſpent five months every year, have had, Js 4 
body, no more connettion with the Church of England 
for forty years. paſt, in the ſenſe for which this Writer 
contends, than with any other body of people. te 

| there 
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there is properly noSepþaration from the ure in Ton- 


don — no independent Church formed, Every one that 


e may, as in Briſtol, attend his Pariſn- Church. 
Meantime the Church- Service isread every Lord's day in 


fix Chapels in the City, without any regard to any other 
worſhipping body of people. The Lord's ſupper is 
alſo , 


in them all, and in the CHapels in the 


ſuburbs and Circuit. In the two principal Chapels 


Clergymen generally officiate, and in the others the 


Preachers, both Itinerant and Local. Now do the 
children of the Members of the London Society grow 


being er p. Juſt as much as thoſe in Londonderry. 


hen they © defire to flee from the wrath to come, 
and evidence this deſire by a real change of life, they 


are received, and not before, Chriſtian diſcipline, 


while properly executed, (which it cannot be, if the 


late att of the Fruſtees in Briſtol be allowed) will al- 


Ways keep the Methodiſts pure as a body, however they 
may become all things to their Congregations that 
they may gain the more to God. 


Thus eaſily are the firſt ſix pages of this compound of 
mistaꝶe and flourish' anſwered. But there is a para- 


graph in the ſeventh page, which is _ ſhocking, 'as 


it muſt have been inſerted w2/fully to ' deceive, The 
following words, with the uſual marks ofa Q®otation,, 
are given to the public, as if they were ours, You 
are convinced that, a few Miniſters and Members 
„ excepted, the Church of England to which you have 
5, been united, has loſt the life and power of Religion,“ 


and therefore you, © have thought it your duty to 


do not wondepat the cry that follows againſt the charity 0 


form yourſe]ves into an independent Church.“ I 


candour, &c. of this *:ſweeping cenſure.” Having 


veutured this breach of the ninth commandment, the 


Fabricator certainly is ige to make all the uſe he can 
ofit. The 1mpartial reader will not, I believe, think 


my words too ſtrong, when J inform him, that thoſe 


words are taken from the minutes of an American Con- 
ference, held at Baltimore in the year 1784, ſoon after 


the concluſion of the War: that they contern America 
. | „ | .. oaly 
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_ only, and that they never have been adopted, nor Were 
ever propoſed to be adopted in theſe Kingdoms. On 
the contrary, the following declaration was made in the 


minutes of our Conference two years after, What 


they do in America, or what their Minutes ſay on this 
ſubject, is nothing to us. We will continue in the good 


old way.” Now, what can I ſay to this compound of 
art and slander ? I can ſay nothing but, God be 


merciful to the Fabricator / 


From the tenth to the fifteenth Pages we have abun- 
dance of that wisdom of this world, which is foolish- 
ness with God, This writer deſcants largely on the 
wiſdom of ſuffering good and bad, profeſſor and pro- 


fane, to continue in the viſible Church. To give ſome 


eountenance to this, he comments on the parables. of 


the tares and the wheat, the net cast into the sea, 


&c. But can this Gentleman really think, that Chriſt 


deſigned there ſhould be nodiſcipline in his Church? Can 


he, or his friends, imagine that the want of it in the preſent 


day in what is called Chriſtendom, is owing to the wiſdom 
of God, and not to the ignorance, corruption, and ſloth 


of man? If we are to underſtand thoſe parables as this 
writer does, what can we make of our Lord's ſeven 


epiſtles to the Churches of Aſia, Revelations ii. andiii. 
Is it not evident, that the evils which exiſted in thoſe. 


Churches, were chiefly owing to the want of Diſcipline? 
Was it not owing to this, that the corruption gained 
| ſuch ſtrength, that the Lord at length permitted their 
overthrow by the Impoſter Man6met ? An awful fact 


this, which ſweeps away the fine ſpeculations of this 
writer, as ſo many cobwebs. . 


Io the forced, unſcriptural comment, which this 


Gentleman gives us upon the parable of the rares and 
the wheat, I ſhall oppoſe that of Mr, Weſley, Matt. 


xiii. 24. After informing us that the * original expreſ- 


ſion, (Cd yroperly means darnel, which is very 
like wheat, whereas tares bear no reſemblance thereto,” 
(and wich this certainly the whole paſſage agrees, for 
our Lord ſuppoſes that even his enlightened ſervants 


might mistate the one or the other, ver. e 


* 


i * 
8 7 
ſays, . Darnel, in the Church, is properly outside 
Cxristians, ſuch as have the formof godlineſs without the 
power. Open ſinners, ſuch as have neither the form nor 
the power, are not ſo properly darnel, as thiſtles and bram- 
bles. Theſe ought tobe rooted uß without delay, and 
not ſuffered to remain in the Chriſtian Community. 
Whereas, ſhould fallible men attempt to gather up the 


darnel, they would often root up the wheat with them. 
The other paſſages quoted by this ingenious advocate 


for worldly religion, will bear the ſame ſolution. Men | 


may be dead in the fight of God, that is, have neither 
faith nor love, and yet have a name to live among the 
children of Go p, which was evidently the caſe with ſome 
in the Church of Sardis, Rev. iii. 1—9. To underſtand 
our Lord in any other way, tends to ſet one half ofthe 
Bible againſt the other. Indeed, even this writer 1s 
driven by the force of ſeveral ſcriptures to undo all he 
has ſaid on this ſubject, in his note, No. 2, and to own 


that a kind of ſeparation may be an indiſpenſible . 


duty.“ This is all that we ever contended for; and 
for no other ſeparation do we now contend. 


To what is ſaid from the 15th to the 17th pages in- 


_ eluſive, concerning the unwillingneſs of the German 


 Reformers to ſeparate from the Church of Rome; and 
the Puritans, Mr. Baxter, and Dr. Doddridge, to ſe- 

parate from the Church of England, the ſame reply only 
is neceſſary, We commend the Catholiciſm of theſe 
good men. We will follow them, as they followed 
_ Chriſt, ' We will not form an Independent Church. 
We will be Friends of all; antagoniſts of none. 
We leave this latter character to the writer of the 
% Conſiderations, and to his new friends, whoſe aſ- 
ſertions he has received without examination. 

After thus preparing the mind of his reader, this 
Gentleman comes at length (page 18) to the point in 


. diſpute, viz, the late violent and arbitrary conduct of 


the Truſtees of Broad-mead and Guinea-fſtreet 


Chapels, — This really needed ſome preparation.— 


That men profeſſing to be Methodrits, ſhould 
expel a preacher, appointed by. the Conference from 
thoſe Ch 


Stewards, 


apels, againſt the mind of the Leaders, 


„ 


Stewards, and Peoples without any charge preferred, 
or trial of any kind, taking counſel only with their at- 
torney, is rather new in the religious world: And 
every one that knows what Methodiſm is, muſt know 
that ſuch conduct tends to its diſſolution. . 
All this the writer of the Conſiderations““ is 
obliged to acknowledge. But he attempts to recrimi- 
nate upon thoſe who have reſiſted this arbitrary con- 
duct, by aſſerting that we have alfo on our part vio- 
lated all the rules of Methodiſm. To prove this he 
ſtates, that the Methodiſt Preachers are not clergy- 
men, but lay men: That they are not to adminiſter the 
ſacraments, but only to preach: That they are them- 
ſelves to attend the Church of England, and tò receive 
the facrament there. 3 Op 230%, -S | 
In reply to this, I would aſk, does this writer found 
theſe diftintions upon the rules or laws of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church? By no means, He muft know, that 
to preach, or even be a Member of a religious So- 
ciety, not only conſtitutes a man a Diſſenter from the 
Church of England, according to the Canons of that 
Church, but that ſuch are declared excommunicated 
ip facko. The Church of England knows nothing 
of the diſtinction between its Members” preaching, ex- 
horting, &c. and adminiſtering the ſacrament; nor 
does ſhe make any allowance for either. This Gen- 
tleman muſt therefore allude entirely to thofe excellent 
prudential rules laid down in the minutes of the various 
conferences. - Theſe rules, by the help of GOD, we 
will abide by, as we are determined to be © Friends of 
all; antagoniſts of none;“ nor will we ever deviate 
from them, but by a clear call of Providence. That 
ſuch a call has, for theſe forty years paſt, occaſioned 
deviations from thoſe rules, is well known to.ali who 
know Methediſm. That Mr. Welley never did abide 
by thoſe rules, when the real work of Gop required a 
deviation from them, is as well known in our connec- 
tion, as that theſe rules have been generally obſerved. 
That Mr. Weſley knew that ſuch deviations would be 
necelſlary in future alſo, among ſucha body of pcople as 


1 
ours, formed out of all other religious conneQions, and 
in which are many who scruple or dislike going to 
Church, is alſo well known; as likewiſe that he made 
' proviſion for it, ſo as to violate neceſſary order as little 
as poſſible. To give an indubitable proof of this; I 
will here inſert the certificate which he gave to thoſe 
* wg whom he ordained: I copy from that which 
e gave to me, 

Know all men by these presents, that I John Wesley, 
late Fellow of Lincoln College, in Oxford, Presbyter 
FA the Church of England, did, on the day of the 

ate hereof, by the i mposition of my hands and prayer, 
{being assisted by other ordained Ministers, ) cet apart 
Henry Moore, for the office of a Presbyter in the 
Church of God: a man whom I judge qualified to 
feed the flock of Christ, and to administer the Sacra- 
ments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, according to 
the usage of the Church of England ; and as such I. 
do hereby recommend him to all whom it may concern. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
fal, this twenty-seventh day of February, in the year 


of our Lord 1789. 
Þ q JOHN WESLEY, Seal. 
recent and assisting | 
James Creighton, 1 22 7 the Church of 
Peard Dickenson, — 


Will the Writer of the“ Confiderations,”” or his 
new Friends, reply to this, that ſuch Ordination 1s 
nothing ? Will they diſhonour Mr. Weſley, in order 
to condemn his Sons in the Goſpel ? Will they deny 
the ſtrong facts produced by Lord King, to yu that 
Preſbyters and Biſhops are of the ſame order? And 
are they prepared to maintain the conſequence, that 
almoſt all the Churches of Europe are no Churches of 
Chriſt ? and that thoſe only are ſuch, who derive their 
authority from the Church of Rome ? Is this Gentle- 
man quite Sure that the Church of England has in 
reality any other Ordination except that of Preſby- 
ters ? If it be granted that ſhe has, I would aſk, Where 

| | 18 
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is the law that reſtrains Ordination to the Biſhops, 
and denies that power to the Preſbyters? If it be re- 
plied, the Canons reſtrain it, I aſk, were the Canons 
ever confirmed by Act of Parliament, as the Liturgy, 
Articles and Homilies were ? If not, are they any 
Part of the Church of England, as by lam eſtabliſhed! 
I would alſo enquire, who of the Clergy obſerve thoſe 
Canons, or chick they are bound in duty ſo. to do? 
If this Gentleman cannot give a ſatisfactory anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions, and if it appear that the Methodiſt 
Preachers act in theſe things 5 Mr. Weſley's autho- 
rity, and in ſo doing conform to the Church of Eng- 
land, as much as the nature of the bleſſed work in 
which they are engaged will permit, then what be- 
comes of all that is ſaid, and upon which ſuch ſtreſs is 
laid in the pages that follow: ---“ of the Methodiſt 
Preachers being Lay men, &c. and of their trampling 
Mr. Wefley's moſt ſolemn injunctions under their feet?“ 
If by theſe injunctions be meant forms, times and 
places of worſhip, &c. he trampled them under his 
feet himſelf, whenever the converſion or edification of 
ſouls required it. We will follow his ſteps. In all 
theſe things we will wait the call of Providence, and 
act accordingly, And we ſhall ſee which will prove 
the © dull, dry, ſeparate. party,” thoſe who would 
dragoon their Brethren to Church, or thoſe. who al- 
lowing liberty to all, in thoſe things in which GOD 
allows it, ſtill proceed in the good old way, © Friends 
to all; Antagoniſts to none.” Ke he 
The Remarks contained in pages 20, 21, 22, and 
2d) ſcarcely deſerve a reply. They are, in ſubſtance, 
a breach of our Lord's command, Judge not, that ye 
be not Judged, In all that firing of quibbles, in.thoſe 
pages, whereby my ſincerity is borate to be ſapped, 
there is but one ſuppoſition which will bear the ſcrutiny 
of an impartial and intelligent Reader. This Writer 
ſuppoſes, that my propoſal. to the Truſtees of Broad- 


mead and Guinea-ſtreet Chapels, to become Truſtees | 


of Portland Chapel alſo; and my conſenting that a 
elauſe ſhould be inſerted in the Td +6 . the 
1 5 — * ervice 
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ſervice in Church hours, or the Sacrament, without 
the conſent of the Truſtees, could not be sincere, be- 
cauſe, ſays he, the old Truſtees were but a third of 
the whole number, and the reſt were men of your on 
chooſing.” What a pity it is that this Gentleman 
will implicitly receive all that is ſaid on the one fide, 
without making any enquiry on the other; and that 
he ſhould from that partial information, make a public 
attack not only on my errors (that were a little thing) 
but on my moral character alſo! I, whom he called 
within theſe three months his Dear Friend, and re- 
poſed in my breaſt the ſecrets of his ſoul! And am I 
really ſuch an ariful man ? Did I ſo contrive matters, 
that the old Truſtees ſhould thus be left in a minority 
whenever I pleaſed ? So far from it, that my pro ofal, | 
if accepted (it was a ſacrifice to Peace, which F 

believe I ought not to have made, as it concerned all 
the people) would not only have put it out of m 

power to introdnce any thing of the kind, but alſo 
' thoſe who ſhould come after me; for the Truſtees of 
Portland Chapel conſiſted at that time of but VIVE 
perſons, and ſome of them were the intimate friends 
of the TWELVE Truſtees of Broadmead and Guinea- 


ſtreet Chapels! It was more than a year after this, 


when I had left the Circuit, that the number of the 
Truſtees of Portland Chapel was increaſed, What is 
the inference from the whole ? Why, that jealouſy 
7s cruel as the grave, and that a Bigot cannot be a 
Ss: | 

What this Writer is pleaſed to ſay, Page 23 and 
24, concerning thoſe Preachers who have joined the 
Truſtees, and ſupport them (I would hope miſtakingly) 
in their perſecuting meaſures, I am not called to anſwer, 
They have been tried by their Brethren, who beſt 
underſtood the Queſtion in which they are implicated. 
This Gentleman, who tells you he is no Methodiſt, and 

who cannot be a competent judge of thoſe things which 
concern either the Preachers or the People, muſt ex- 
cuſe us if we refuſe to acknowledge either the Wisdom 


or the Authority of his deciſion. 
| What 


NOW . 


6 
What follows to the end of chis production, is 


chiefly Rhetorical Declamation, founded on the ſame 
miſtake (if not wilful falſehood), viz. That the Me- 
thodiſts have formed themſelves into an Independent 
Church, or are ſtriving ſo to do. This zealous No- 
Methodiſt, and whe, to uſe his own words,“ differs 
from us in a variety of inſtances,”” ſeems determined 
however, that we ſhall not differ from him, even in 
non: eſſential matters, with impunity. He exhorts all 
thoſe who are of his enlarged mind, not to regard 
Conference, Preachers, &c. &c. but to----hght for 
the Church! Alas! my Friend, do you know what 
ſpirit you are of? Suppoling that you could perſuade 
all who are of your mind, and who have as fiery a 
zeal, with as little information as yourſelf, fo scatter 
ferebrands, arrows, and death, among their quiet 
Brethren, who only deſire the liberty of worſhipping 
God according to their own conſcience, which they 
are joyfully willing to allow to all who differ from 
them in judgment :—Suppoling, I ſay, that you could 
ſucceed like your Friends the Truſtees, in tearing thoſe 
aſunder whom God has joined together on the moſt liberal, 
the moſt catholic principles: Suppoſing that this could 
be done throughout the Nation, and that ten or twelve 
Truſtees ſhould in every place, as in Bristol, be able 
to drive away upwards of eight hundred out of a 
thousand people, with their Leaders and Stewards, 
unleſs they would ſubmit to receive the law, even 
reſpetting GOD, at their mouth What would this 
profityou? Do you think the Head of the Church will 
thank you, or them, for this work? Remember the adage, 
He who cannot build a Cottage, may nevertheleſs 
ull down a Caſtle.” I fear you have done but little 
in your life towards the converſion of ſouls ; but you 
may do much to ſcatter, tear, and ſlay.— G OD grant 
that it may not be ſaid in that day, both to you and your 
Friends, concerning thoſe who may be hurt by your 


- ilhiberal declamation, or oppreſſive conduct, these go, 
have perished in their iniquity, but their blood do 1 
require at your hands ! | 


FINIS. 


